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* 0 
THE REVEREND M-. HEARNE, 


Rector of the united Pariſhes of sT. ALPHAGE and sr. MARY 
NORTHGATE in the City of CANTERBURY. 


REVEREND SIR, 


'TH E following diſcourſe can be addreſſed to no perſon fo 
properly as to yourſelf. At your requeſt it was delivered, with 
the ſole view of farthering the pious and uſeful work, in which, 
with equal ſkill and diligence, you have led the way among us. 
The ſight of ſo many well inſtructed and well behaved children, 
reſcued by your care, and at your expence, from vice and ig- 
norance, with the ſatisfaction produced by that ſight, viſible in 
the countenances of a crowded and attentive audience, afforded 
me a pleaſure, the remembrance of which will never depart from 
my mind. The ſermon is now ſubmitted to the public, in the 
ſame plain and artleſs form in which it was at firſt compoſed and 
preached, having nothing to recommend it, but an honeſt zeal 
in a good cauſe. If it ſhall be a mean of promoting that cauſe, 
and encouraging others to make an experiment, which in ſo 
many inſtances has already ſucceeded, I ſhall deem you to have 
conferred a laſting obligation on | 
Reyerend Sir, 
Four faithful and 
obedient ſervant, 


GEORGE HORNE. | 


PSALM XXXIV, 21, 


COMP, YE CHILDREN, HEARKEN UNTO ME: I WILL 
TEACH YOU THE FEAR OF THE LORD. 
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IT is one mark of that wiſdom by which the world 

is governed, that the aſſiſtance afforded is propor- 
tioned to the neceſſities of the times wherein ſuch 
aſſiſtance is called for. When the darkneſs which co- 
vers a land becomes ſo thick as to make men deſpair of 
it's removal, light ſhall ſuddenly ariſe from an unex- 
pected quarter ; ſmall, indeed, and ſcarce diſcernible, 
at firſt; but gently and gradually increaſing, till the 
darkneſs vaniſhes, and the perfect day is formed. 
When corruption of one kind or other has in ſuch a 
manner overſpread the face of religion, that it's features 
are ſcarcely any longer to be diſtinguiſhed, a reforming 
hand ſhall appear, to do away the ſoil contracted in a 
courſe of ages, and reſtore the picture to it's original 
beauty. | 


A Ir 
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Ir a preacher mentions the iniquity of the age, it is 
regarded by many as a ſort of eant; as a neceſſary ingre- 
dient in the compoſition of a ſermon ; and we are 
aſked, if we think nations have not been as bad for- 
merly ? Undoubtedly many have; for which reaſon, 
God deſtroyed them, and raiſed up others to ſupply 
their places. In the days of Noah, and in thoſe of 
Lot, men were as wicked as they are now ; they were 
more ſo; for a flood came upon them in one caſe, a 
ſtorm of fire and brimſtone in the other. And when- 
ever we ſhall be altogether like them (which God for- 
bid we ever ſhould be) judgment, in ſome ſhape, will 
ſeize upon us. The kingdom of God ſhall be taken 
from us, and given to a nation that will bring forth 
« the fruits thereof.” Such is the rule of heaven's pro- 
ceedings, and it altereth not. We are not yet overthrown, 
becauſe our meaſure is not yet filled up; but if we con- 
tinue daily employed i in Alling it that * muſt i in 
time be full. | eee | 


notice 


: 


Tur matter is, however, of late *© come home to 
* our buſineſs and our boſoms. A lawleſs tribe of pro- 
fligate, deſperate, unfeeling villains have broken looſe 
upon the public, to rob, to maim, and to murder; ſo 
that we can no longer travel with comfort upon the 
road, 


1 


road, or ſleep with ſecurity in our beds. Numbers of 
theſe wretches are from time to time apprehended, and 
crowded together in priſons; from whence ſome come 
forth again to make freſh ravages in ſociety, tenfold 
more the children of hell (if poſſible) than they went 
in; while others furniſh out mournful and horrible ex- 
ecutions of twenty or thirty at a time, to the aſtoniſn- 
ment of the kingdoms around us, and our own ſhame 
and confuſion of face. How happens it, ſay foreigners 
to our countrymen, when upon their travels abroad — 
how happens it, that under a conſtitution, of which 
you boaſt, as the glory of the world, monthly ſcenes 
are exhibited, which would ſhock the minds of Turks 
and Tartars ? This is a queſtion more eaſily aſked, than 
anſwered. The fact, alas, is certain; and even the 
public prints begin to exclaim, that there is no police 
amongſt us, no remedy for theſe diſorders; and, in 
ſhort, that all is over, 


Bur let us not by any means deſpair. This would 
only make bad worſe. If we once bring ourſelves to 
fancy that no remedy can be found, no remedy ever will 
be found ; for none will ever be ſought. 


Dark as the proſpe& was, a ray of light has broken 
A 2 in 
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in upon it, and that from an unexpected quarter. An 
inſtitution has been ſet on foot by a private individual, 
to the excellency of which every man who loves his 
country muſt rejoice to bear his teſtimony. From ſmall 
| beginnings it has increaſed and diffuſed itſelf in a won- 
derful manner; and if it be generally taken up through 
the kingdom, eſpecially in the metropolis, with the 
fame zeal and judgment which have been ſhewn in the 
management of it among you, the ſagacity of the wiſeſt 
cannot foreſee how much good may in the end be done 
by it, and how far it may go towards ſaving a great 
people from impending ruin. At the moment in which 
I am ſpeaking, not leſs than one hundred thouſand pu- 
pils are ſaid to be in training under it's care. There 
may ſoon be ten times that number; and if it finally 
fucceed with half theſe, five hundred thouſand honeſt 
men and virtuous women, duly mingled in the maſs of 
the community, will make a great alteration. In'the 
caſe of good as well as bad, a little leaven (and this 
« can hardly be called a little) leaveneth the whole 


« Jump.” 


Tux inftitution intended, as you all well know, is 
that of 8sUNDAY schools, which ſeems to addreſs 


g Mr. aAIx Es of Gloceſter. 


itſelf 


1 
itſelf to the parties concerned, in the words of the 


text; Come, ye children, hearken unto me; I will 
t teach you the fear of the Lord.“ 


THe perſons to be taught under this inſtitution are 
Children. 


IT is a great happineſs that men, in their preſent 
ſtate, are not immortal. An evil generation paſles 
away ; and therefore, if proper care be taken, it may 
be ſucceeded by a good one. Elſe were the caſe of the 
world lamentable indeed. With old offenders little can 
be done. Hard labour, ſpare diet, and, above all, ſoli- 
tude, might do ſomething; and the experiment, it is 
greatly hoped, will be made. But, in general, if the 
huſbandman has in vain dug about the trees in his gar- 
den, and taken every other ſtep neceſſary for their im- 
provement ; his method muſt be, to train up younger 
and better plants, which may anſwer the end of their 
plantation, and bear fruit, when the others ſhall no 
longer be ſuffered to cumber the ground. 


Tux children propoſed to be. inſtructed are thoſe of 
the poor. 
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Or 


. 


- Or every community, as it has pleaſed God to ordain 
in the preſent conſtitution of things, the poor muſt al- 
ways form a very conſiderable majority. The neceſſities 


of mankind could never elſe be ſupplied; for the rich will 


not labour; but they are conſtrained to pay thoſe, who, 
for their own, and the common good, can and will la- 
bour. In return for theſe ſervices, the rich, if they 


were wiſe, ſhould do every thing in their power to make 


and to keep the poor honeſt, virtuous, and religious; 
to inſtru, or procure them to be inſtructed, in the 
knowlege and practice of their duty to God and man 
more eſpecially, to ſet them a proper example. This, 


I ſay, would be to act the part of wiſe men, as well as 


good men. For when the religious principle is once 
periſhed and gone in the poor, human laws will loſe 
their effect, and be ſet at nought. | 


4 1 WILL mention a ble titans of this, well 


atteſted. A ſervant, who had made the improvement 
that might be expected from hearing the irreligious and 
blaſphemous converſation continually paſſing at the ta- 
ble where it was his place to wait, took an opportunity 


to rob his maſter. Being apprehended, and urged to 


5 The table was that of the late Mr. MALLET, The fact is related by 
DAVIES in his LITE or GARRICK, Vol. II, P. 59. 


give 
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give a reaſon for this infamous behaviour, © Sir, ſaid 
« he, I had heard you ſo often talk of the impoſſibility 
& of a future ſtate, and that after death there was no 
e reward for virtue, nor puniſhment for vice, that I 
« was tempted to commit the robbery.” “Well but, 
% replied the maſter, had you no fear of that death 
„ which the laws of your country inflict upon the 
* crime?” „ Sir, rejoined the ſervant, looking ſternly 
te at his maſter, what is that to you, if I had a mind 
* to venture that? You had removed my greateſt ter- 
*« ror; why ſhould I fear the leſs ?” 


BxnoLD the wiſdom of propagating infidelity and 
atheiſm in a nation! As the middle and lower orders 
of mankind are always ready to imitate the behaviour of 
their betters, this is one woful ſpecimen, among mil- 
lions, of the manner in which the general corruption 
of faith and morals has deſcended, and infected the 
world. We muſt now therefore take up the matter at 
the other end, and try, if, by reforming the poor, we 
cannot ſhame the rich into better manners, and better 
principles. And for our encouragement, in oppoſition to 


the inſtance of a maſter perverting his ſervant ; let us re- 
collect that mentioned in the Scriptures of a female ſer- 
vant, who waited on the wife of Naaman, a general officer 


of 
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of the Syrians, and converted her maſter to the belief and 


worſhip of the God of Ifrael.* To the poor the Goſpel 
was at firſt preached : to the poor let it ſtill be preach- 


ed: the rich muſt do as they pleaſe ;' but, for the pro- 
motion of their intereſt temporal and eternal, they can- 
not do better, than to believe and practiſe it, them- 
ſelves, and to ſee that every body belonging to them 
does the ſame. God defend all maſters from free- 
thinking ſervants !—and all ſervants from free-thinking 


maſters ! 


Tux foregoing conſiderations have been of a more 
general nature. It is time now to note the peculiari- 
ties which diſtinguiſh the inſtitution of s UN” 
SCHOOLS, and recommend them to particular notice 
and encouragement. Theſe have already been ſet forth 
to great advantage, by 'a worthy clergyman in our 
neighbourhood. * I have only to draw his arguments 
to a point, and ſtate them in as conciſe a manner to 
you as I am able, adding withal what may have oc- 
curred to myſelf, in the way of confirmation, or illuſ- 


tration. 


eee 2 Kings v. 2. 
* The Reverend Mr, moors of Boughton Blean, in his ſermon onthe ſub- 


Jett, and the excellent and * uſeful Appendix ſubjoĩned to it, 


IT 
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Ir is to be obſerved, then, Firſt, that when the 
managers of all other charitable foundations have done 
their beſt, numbers of children muſt ſtill be left in 
ignorance, being employed, from morning to evening, 
during ſix days of the week, and all little enough, to 
earn the bread they are to eat. Their caſe therefore is 
deſperate, unleſs we contrive to give them on a ſunday 
that inſtruction which they can obtain on no other day. 


II. By appropriating the charitable fund to the uſe 
of ſunday alone, numbers may be comprehended (per- 
haps all the poor children in a place) who ſtand in 
need of ſuch aſſiſtance: whereas a very few only could 
be benefited, at the ſame expence, for the whole week. 


III. Sunpay being a day of reſt from the labour 
of the hands, from worldly buſineſs of all ſorts (for 
ſuch it ought to be among Chriſtians) we are the more 
at liberty to employ it in the opening of the under- 
ſtanding, and improvement of the heart, which is the 
proper employment of the day. And bleſſed are they 
who do ſo employ the hours which remain, after the 
attendance on public worſhip is over. One of the great 
lights of the law, in the laſt century, Lord chief juſ- 
tiee Hale, went ſo far as to fay, and has left it upon 

Np S: record, 
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record, in his inſtructions to his children, that he ne- 
ver failed to experience the kindly influence of a well 
ſpent ſunday on the buſineſs of the ſucceeding week. 
He ſuppoſed (and I know of no good reaſon to be given 
why we ſhould ſuppoſe otherwiſe) that, by the devout 
exerciſes of ſuch a ſunday, the mind and the temper 
were formed and prepared to encounter the fatigues and 
difficulties which might occur; as alſo, that the favour 
of heaven was a natural conſequence of having kept it's 
commandments. Give me leave therefore to take this 
opportunity of intreating you to confider, whether the 
face of things would not be very ſoon, and very much 
altered for the better among us, if each maſter of a fami- 
ly ſhould reſolve to inſtitute a kind of sUunDay schOOl 
(if I may ſo ſpeak) in his own houſe, and dedicate the eve- 
ning of the Lord's day to the inſtruction of his children 
and his ſervants in matters of religion. I am not plead- , 
ing for a Jewiſh or a puritanical ſabbath ; for a ſour 
face, or an ill temper. * But it ſeems reaſonable, that 
one evening, at leaſt, out of ſeven, ſhould be given to 
this good and neceſſary work, and that ſunday evening 

© On the deſign of the Chriſtian ſabbath, and the proper manner of obſer- 


ving it, ſee a very ſenſible letter in the ſupplement to the Gentleman's Maga-« 
zine for the year 1785, P. 1020. 


ſhould 
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ſhould be fixed upon; for unleſs ſome time be fixed 
upon, the work will never be done at all. A man may 
live fifty years, perhaps, without once recollecting, that 
it is his duty to take this care of the houſehold over 
which it has pleaſed God to place him. 


IV. By a $UNDAY school a number of children are 
kept out of harm's way; they are collected together, and 
inured to early and regular habits of attendance on God's 
worſhip; they are inſtructed in what is right; they are 
enabled to employ well their leiſure hours, when they 
grow up; and teach others after them to do the ſame. 
Let me ſay, that theſe are very great points gained in- 
deed ! For though the obſervation be trite, it is true, 
and cannot be too often repeated ; that moſt of thoſe 
unhappy wretches, who ſuffer for their crimes, when 
they come to confeſſion, charge their deſtruction upon 
the manner in which in the days of their youth they 
miſpent ſunday, while their neighbours were at church. 
And how can it be otherwiſe. What wonder that they 
ſhould turn out bad, who conſtantly miſſed the oppor- 
tunities (the only ones, it may be, which they had) of 
becoming good ? The thing ſpeaks itſelf. And in con- 
firmation of what was ſaid above reſpecting families, let 


it here be added, that more young people of either ſex, 
he 3 ſervants 


1 
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ſervants eſpecially, are ruined by being permitted to 


wander abroad, inſtead of being well employed at home 
on a ſunday evening, than on any other. The reaſon 


again is plain; becauſe on that evening, for want of the 
diſcipline in families above recommended, there is a far 
greater number of idle young people ſtirring, whoſe ſole 
buſineſs it is to ſeduce and corrupt one another. Thus 
is the holieſt of days, beyond any other, polluted and 


prophaned !—* If the light that is in thee be darkneſs | 
% how great is that darkneſs!” 


V. Tux children of the poor, by being drawn out of 
their obſcurity into notice and protection, are human- 
ized and civilized. They are equally ſurprized and 


pleaſed, on finding themſelves thus regarded, and quickly 


become different creatures. Their paſtor has an oppor- 
tunity of viſiting, addrefſing them according to their ca- 
pacities, examining them, commending and rewarding 
the good and diligent, and reproving thoſe that miſbe- 
have themſelves. In theſe circumſtances, he is always 
ſure of being attended to with reverence aud reſpec, 
and every thing he ſays will be minded. To form early 


in young minds a proper diſpoſition towards their ſpiri- 


tual father and teacher, is a great acquiſition, which 


muſt be 9 of the beſt conſequences, and would 


often 


12 3 


often prevent ſome of the worſt evils with which we are 
troubled. | 
LASTLY, let it be conſidered (for though the conſi- 
deration be of a leſs noble kind, it is by no means to be 
omitted) that by the principles of honeſty and induſtry, 
inſtilled into them, theſe children will be difpoſed, in 
future, to provide for themſelves and their families, the 
number of paupers will be diminiſhed, and that heavy 
burthen of poor's rates lightened, which now threatens 
to overwhelm and cruſh the nation. | | 


IT is hard to conceive a ſcheme which promiſes more 
benefits to the community. And wherever it has been 
tried, the expectation has been anſwered. Children have 
preſſed to be admitted ; when admitted, they have made 
due improvement; and, in ſome inſtances, have, ere 
long, commenced maſters, and been found teaching 


other children at home, what themſelves had learned at 
ſchool. 


Ar firſt, it was imagined, that what was learned only 
on one day of the week, muſt needs be forgotten before 
that day came again. The objection ſeemed plauſible, 
but the event has ſhewn that it wanted ſolidity. Impreſ- 

ſions 
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ſions made on one ſunday have been found to remain on 
the following ſunday. We are not in general aware, 
how much may be done by a few hours in a week con- 
ſtantly employed on the ſame ſubject, eſpecially where 
there is a willing mind. 


Non let us be diſcouraged, though our endeavours 
may not ſucceed equally with all. What endeavours 
ever did ſo? What gift of God has not been beſtowed 
on ſome perſons in vain ? Rain falls on barren ſandy de- 
ſerts; but what would become of us, if none were 
therefore to fall on our fields and gardens? They muſt 

become deſerts too. Nothing can be more riding than 
this objection. | 


 ANoTHER has been advanced in ſome of the public 
prints, though you will ſcarcely think it credible, name- 
ly, that they who teach the children are guilty of ſabbath- 
breaking, becauſe they work on that day for hire. Then 
the miniſters of religion throughout the chriſtian world 
are verily guilty of ſabbath- breaking; ſince they are paid 


for teaching. Were they not ſo paid, and had they no 


other means of getting their bread, they muſt all be 
| ſtarved. 


Suck 
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Svcn are the objections which have been hitherto 
produced againſt the inſtitution of sud DAY SSHOOLSs. If 
no better can be produced, it muſt be ſaid, that, for all 
which appears, they are worthy of univerſal encourage 
ment. To encourage them is to forward the great deſign 
of the Goſpel, in a caſe which ſeems to admit no other 
method of doing it. It is done with eaſe; for one perſon 
can inſtru& many children: and it is done at an expenſe 
which is a mere trifle, compared with the expenſes daily 
incurred in ways which afford no real comfort to the 
mind, on the recollection. 


THe inſtitution ſolicits and implores, above all, the 
patronage and aſſiſtance of the clergy, under whoſe direc- 
tion and ſuperintendence, it ſhould, if poſſible, be car- 
ried on. May we live to ſee the time, when the lauda- 
ble example now before our eyes ſhall be followed 'in 
every pariſh throughout the kingdom ! Grateful ſurely 
muſt it be to angels as well as men, to behold thoſe 
children behaving with reverence and devotion in the 
houſe of God, who might otherwiſe have been commit- 
ting acts of violence or fraud, without; to hear the 
Praiſes of the world's Creator and Redeemer proceeding 
from mouths, which might have been pouring forth a 
torrent of blaſphemy, or obſcenity; to find a love of 

| their 


1 
their duty and of their buſineſs implanted in hearts, 
where a love of idleneſs and of miſchief might have 


taken up it's abode for ever. He who does not re- 
joice at the proſpect of ſuch a change as this, will have 


difficulty in diſcovering, why the tidings of a Saviour's 


birth were declared by the angel, who as at this ſeaſon 
announced them, to be tidings of joy. Thou ſhalt 


“ call his name JEsvs, for he ſhall fave his people — 


from what? — “ from their $1ns.” To ſee children 


| therefore wandering in darkneſs, ignorant of God and 


of Chriſt, reprobate to every good work, and every 
notion of good; and to continue idle ſpectators of ſuch 
a ſcene, without making thoſe exertions which it is in 
our power to make—this can never be right in any of 
us, clergy or laity ; but muſt contribute much to the 
weight of that charge, which ſhall one day be brought 
againſt us. On the contrary, to ſuccour thoſe who are 
thus diſtreſſed for want of ſpiritual aid ; to preſerve lit- 
tle children in a ſtate of innocence, or reclaim them 
from one of error and vice, by leading them in the ways 
of truth and holineſs; theſe—ſays one, who has ſpent 
his life in the ſervice of mankind, readily and zealouſly 
giving his countenance and his affiſtance to every ſcheme 
of piety and charity that in a long courſe of years has 
been ſet afoot among us, and to whom many of them 


OWEe 
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owe their original '— Theſe are imperial works, and 
« worthy the immediate diſciples of our Lord;“ to 
whom, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, three 
Perſons, and one God, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all 
bleſſing and honour, and glory and power, might, ma- 
jeſty, and dominion, now and ever. Amen. 


f 10Na8 HANWAY, Eſq. 


LT EEE NNDER 


Many who wiſh to eſtabliſh suNDAyY SscHOOLS may be 
at a loſs as to the ſteps neceſſary to be taken for that 
purpoſe. I therefore requeſted from ſome Gentlemen, in 
whoſe hands ſuch ſchools have proſpered to their ſatisfacti- 
on, an account of the manner in which they had proceeded, 
deſcending to the moſt minute particulars. In other caſes 
this might be thought tedious; in the preſent I am certain. 
it will be found uſeful : indeed, the novelty of the inſtituti- 
on renders it neceſſary. 


N'. I. 


Extract of a letter from the Reverend Mr. nt ARNE, Rector 
of the united pariſhes of St. Alphage and St. ny 
Northgate, Canterbury. 


OU deſire, Sir, as minute an account as poſſible of my ſchools 

Alfter conſulting a perſon who knew much of the poor here, 
I went round my united pariſhes, to learn who were willing to ſend 
their children to be taught, and found my people very ready to accept 
my offer: at the ſame time I left a Chriſtian monitor at every houſe. 
About 120 children were collected. As both my pariſhes abound 
with poor, Northgate eſpecially, which is poverty itſelf, I told my 
C 2 pa- 
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Pariſhioners, when I declared my intention of erecting theſe ſchools, 


that I aſked nothing from them on this occaſion, but their countenance 


and influence. I directly provided books, and three men and one 
woman, to take care of and teach theſe children, The pay of theſe 


teachers, as alfo of the clerk, who has been ſince engaged, is one 
ſhilling each for the day. They receive other civilities. The princi- 
pal ſilk manufacturer gave 2s. 6d. to each of theſe five perſons. The 
children appeared at St. Alphage church, on ſunday January 23. 1785, 
very ragged and very diſorderly. You will not be ſurprized at this, 
when you are told, that ſome of them, perhaps, were never in a 
church ſince they were baptized ; but uſually ſpent their ſabbath, in 
playing, curſing and ſwearing, in pilfering, or in ſome other miſchief. 


| — Theſe ſchools were at firſt kept at three different places, and have 


all been viſited by me on every ſunday, (except one, when I was at 
Exeter) from the beginning of them to this time. I have now all the 


children together in the chapel of St. John's hoſpital, under my own 


eye; for I find by experience, that unleſs one or more perſons con- 
ſtantly ſuperintend theſe ſchools, no good is to be expected from them. 
For ſome conſiderable time, I have been at the chapel exactly by nine 
o clock, the time when the ſchool begins, and have continued there 
till eleven, the time we go to church together. In the morning, while 
the teachers are inſtructing the little ones, I take 30 or 40 of the moſt 
forward into the chapel chancel, and hear them read the pſalms, col- 
lects, the epiſtle and goſpel, and ſecond leſſon for the day; and if we 
have time, other chapters. Whatever occurs in our reading, that is 
remarkable, or tends to their edification, is taken notice of, and ex- 
plained to them. At half an hour after one, we meet at ſchool again, 
and continue there till half paſt two, the time for church. At this time, 
the little ones are taught and repeat their catechiſm, or the queſtions 
in the end of the ſpelling books, for the inſtruction of children, &c. 


Me read the New Teſtament, as before, till the clerk comes to ſing 


a pſalm or two with them. After church, we all return to ſchool, 
The little ones are employed, as in the morning, in ſpelling, or read- 
FM | ing 
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ing, or repeating prayers or hymns. At this time, I examine the 
moſt forward, and explain to them the catechiſm, and the uſe of the 
common prayer book. I exerciſe them in repeating after me the 
Lord's prayer, and the creeds, and all the reſponſes. All this they : 
do in a very decent and proper manner. We have gone through like- 
wiſe, Fox, on public worſhip, and his Introduction, &c. And alſo, with 
Croſſman's Introduction &c, The church catechiſm, broken into ſhort queſti- 
ons, and Mann's catechiſm. The books in common uſe are the child's 
firſt book, 1ſt and 2d parts, Fiſher or Dixon's ſpelling book, the Ca- 
techiſms before mentioned, particularly Mann's ; divine ſongs of the 
pious and excellent Dr. Watts; and every child is furniſhed with a 
common prayer and teſtament to carry to church, when they can 
uſe them. 50 of Unwin's Six and danger, &c. and go of Stone- 
houſe's religious inſtructions are given to 100 children, who after a time 
exchange with each other. Thus 30 tracts will ſerve 100 children. 
They have likewiſe Stonehouſe's prayers. I take children of all ages, 
from 5 or 6 to 160r 17. It is beſt to begin with them early. Some 
time ſince, two lads, the one my pariſhioner, the other of the next 
pariſh, were condemned to death, for houſe breaking. The melan- 
choly event was taken notice of by me on the ſunday following, and 
the children ſang the lamentation of a ſinner. This performance of 
Children, ſome of whom, if no care had been taken of them, might 
have been in the ſame dreadful ſituation, had a wonderful effect upon 

every one who heard them. This accident led me to think, that as 
much pſalmody as was neceſſary for divine worſhip, would be uſeful 
and pleaſing both to the children and congregation. I therefore en- 
gaged the clerk, who is a ſober ſerious man, to give theſe children a 
little inſtruction, which he does on one or two evenings in a week. 
Mr. Flaton, whoſe name is well known as a teacher and com- 
poſer of muſic, is a benefactor to theſe children, and likewiſe conde- 
ſcends to give them ſome aſſiſtance ; he has ſet to muſic ſome of Dr. 
Watt's ſongs, Addiſon on providence, &c. which they perform fo 
well, as to be heard with pleaſure, 
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Asour 100 of theſe children are ſent to ſchool every day for one 
or two hours, as they can be ſpared from ſpinning wool, or winding 
filk, at one penny per head, per week; the uſual pay for ſuch inſtruc- 
tion. This is of great ſervice to them. I have picked out 4 little 
girls to learn to work, and pay for them with money that has been 
entruſted with me for ſuch purpoſes. I have gone through the book 
of pſalms with ſome of the elder girls, and am going through it a 
ſecond time, at my houſe, where they, for one hour every _— 
inſtructed — Some few boys from other ſchools attend my ſunday. 
ſchool. Such are the advantages that my children have enjoyed, and 
they have profited by them as much as could be expected. They are 
greatly civilized, as to their behaviour; and gave ſatisfaction when 
they were examined in the church. The little ones repeated prayers 
hymns, &c. the great ones gave proper anſwers to queſtions which 
contained the ſubſtance of the church catechiſm, but not put in the 
words of the catechiſm. The little ones in general come on very well. 
One little fellow, who is only 6 years and 4 months old, read to me 
with juſtneſs and propriety, Fox's introduction, a book he had never 
ſeen before. This child has had no inſtruction but from this ſchool, 
and from his parents at home, who are poor people. Parents, if they 
have goodneſs in them, will be induced to do all they can for their 
own children, when they find ſo much done for them by others — I 
| think myſelf in duty bound to mention ſome circumſtances, that ſhew 
| the reputation of the ſchool, and reflect great honour upon the per- 
| ſons I ſhall mention. A ſtranger, who was at this church, was ſo 
| well pleaſed with the inſtitution, that he gave a guinea for me to ap- 
| ply as I ſhould think proper. A neighbour, who is a quaker, offe- 
| red to ſubſcribe, if the ſchools had been ſupported by contribution. 
| Another pariſhioner, who is a diſſenting teacher, gave me money for 
| the uſe of the children. A charitable lady, who lives a few miles 
| from Canterbury, ſeit me a noble preſent of 5 guineas ; and ſome 
| bother ladies and gentlemen, both in and out of the pariſh, have been 
a very liberal to theſe children, and to their parents, who wanted re- 


lief. 
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lief, Many of theſe children, who were almoſt naked, have been 
clothed by ſome benevolent perſons. My friend Mr. Byrch, (who 
has done much on the occafion) with two other worthy gentlemen, 
the principal ſupporters of the weekly ſchools, have been of great 
ſervice to me, not only by their money, but by their conſtant viſits 
to the ſchools. One of theſe gentlemen, who was a ſurgeon and apo- 
thecary, is ready to aſſiſt any of them in the way of his profeſſion, as 
well as by any other act of kindneſs. My 3d colleague, who is a cap- 
tain of a man of war, has been a great benefactor to theſe children, 
and to ſome of their families. One very great advantage of ſunday 
ſchools-is, that they afford every miniſter an opportunity of giving 
to the children of the poor inſtructions in the plain and important 
principles of religion; of bringing them to church, where they are un- 
der his eye, and under the eyes of their benefactors, who may take 
proper notice of their good or bad behaviour. My children are very 
narrowly watched; and no inſtance of improper behaviour is paſſed 
over, without a ſolemn and ſevere rebuke. If they are diſorderly, they 
partake of no benefaction intended for good children; and if this 
treatment will not reclaim them, they are expelled. When I find 
any of them guilty of lying, the whole ſchool is called together, and 
I read to them a little book called An exerciſe againſt hing, concluding 
with the prayer at the end.— Such are the regulations that have been 
obſerved in my ſchools ; which gentlemen may adopt, or vary, ac- 
cording to their particular local circumſtances. It is very evident 
to multitudes by facts (which are better than a thouſand arguments) 
that this inſtitution has been attended with many beneficial effects. 
I have heard of perſons, no friends to religion, who have ſupported 

theſe ſchools; and they are, in my opinion, no bad politicians ; for 
our lives and fortunes will not be leſs ſafe, becauſe our ſervants, and 
the lower people in general, have been inſtructed in a religion that 
commands them, under the ſevereſt penalty, to hurt nobody by word 
or deed. I ſuppoſe every magiſtrate, when a young offender is brought 
before him for theft, &c. gives him ſome good advice. Would not 


good 
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good advice given by his miniſter to him, before he became hardened, 
be more likely to prove effectual. If ever a reformation be brought 
about in this kingdom, it will be by the labours and diligence of the 
parochial clergy, each in his pariſh. If our law-makers would endea- 

vour, by theſe ſchools, and by ſetting a better example themſelves, 
to reform men, they would ſhew more wiſdom, than by any mode 
of puniſhment they can inflict on them for being wicked. I ſincerely 
wiſh, that by the bleſſing of God, this inſtitution of Mr. xAIK Es, (a 
name that every clergyman, eſpecially thoſe of his own city, and 

neighbourhood, ſhould highly reverence) may vaiverlally Wen 
and produce the beſt effects. | b | 
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Ne, II. 


Extract of a letter from the Reverend Mr. Moore, of 
Boughton Blean, near Canterbury. 


AVING heard, Sir, through Mr. Hearne, that you intend 

to favour the public with your ſermon, preached in St. Alphage 
church on the ſubje& of ſunday ſchools; and that you thought it 
might be ſerviceable to ſubjoin an appendix, containing practical in- 
formation, together with any other matter, that might tend to en- 
courage and promote the inſtitution ; I hope you will excuſe the li- 
berty I am about to take of ſending you an entire copy of a letter, 
which I had the honour of receiving ſometime ago from the Biſhop 
of Clonfort, which perhaps it may not be unacceptable to you to pe- 
ruſe, and which is perfectly at your ſervice, to make uſe of as you 
may think proper. 


4 DEAR SIR, 


* THOUGH I had not the pleaſure of receiving your very in- 
te forming diſcourſe on ſunday ſchools, at the time you intended, 1 
&* have ſince got it, and read it with the greateſt ſatisfaction. It is 
& an admirable defence and recommendation of this new inſtitution, 
* which I hope will become daily more general, and produce the beſt 
* moral effects, by impreſſing the children of the poor with a ſenſe of 
duty and religion at the only time and age when they are capable of 
* impreſſions. A poor man's creed need not be long; but it ſhould 
ebe truck in early, and be a true and right one. If he believe, as 
* the common proverb ſays, that he is to die like a dog, he will un- 
% doubtedly live like one. The communication of education is cer- 
e tainly a very great bleſſing to the poor; and had Mandeville, and 
< they, who to ſerve political purpoſes, are for denying all inftruc- 
- | 2 25:08 tion 
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« tion to the lower claſſes, only puſhed their arguments far enough, 
&* they might have proved, that they had a right to maim or put out 
ce the eyes of the common people, in order to make them more ma- 
e nageable and more in the power of their ſuperiors. Having never 
ce ſeen the paragraph in the Engliſh papers concerning me, to which 
« you allude in your appendix, I can ſay nothing to it; but what I 
& have endeavoured to do in my dioceſe, ever ſince my firſt appoint- 
dc ment, is this. There are twenty catholics to one proteſtant in it. 
« To attempt their converſion, or to think of making them read pro- 
cc teſtant books, would be in vain. I have therefore circulated amongſt 
ct them ſome of the beſt of their own authors, particularly one Gother, 
« whoſe writings contain much pure Chriſtianity, uſeful knowledge, 
« and benevolent ſentiments. He wrote 18 little volumes of religi- 
& ous tracts, and died about the year 1696. — Unable to make the 
% peaſants about me good proteſtants, I wiſh to make them good. 
< catholics, good citizens, good any thing. I have eſtabliſhed too a 
&* ſunday ſchool, open to both proteſtants and catholics, at my reſidence 
*in the country, have recommended the ſcheme to my clergy, and 
© hope to have ſeveral on foot in the ſummer. Paſtoral works, how- 
ever, of this nature go on very heavily in a kingdom fo unſettled, 

and ſo intoxicated with politics as this is. I return you my beſt 
© thanks for 5 "oo obliging N is 


Ir may not be nfiefaBtory: to you, Sir, to be een (as my 
pariſhes ie ſo near Canterbury) that my ſchools go on as well, as 
(all local circumſtances conſidered) could in reaſon be expected. A 
number of children from 7 to 14 years of age, attend regularly at 
church and ſchool, many of whom (it. was to be feared) from the ig- 
norance and ill example of their parents, would never have been ſeen 
within the walls of the former perhaps their lives through. They 
continue to behave, on the whole, with much propriety and deceney, 
ſo that there is great reaſon to hope, that a great number of them 
will eſſentially profit by the inſtruction that is held out to them. I 
cannot forbear relating a circumſtance that has ſtruck me on this oc- 

caſion, 
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caſion, becauſe it ſhews the awful impreſſion of virtue, even on thoſe 
minds, where it's practice has been conſtantly obſcured by a train of 
evil courſes. Many parents of poor children, who themſelves were 
never in the habit of going to church (nor can be perſuaded to it) 
and who ſet evil examples in every ſhape to their children, are yet 
very deſirous of having thoſe children partake of the advantages of 
theſe ſchools, and are among the foremoſt to make them regular in 
their attendance at church, &c. I have alſo had voluntary ” ſub. 
ſcriptions offered by thoſe, to whom, conſidering their total neglect 
of, and ſeeming contempt for, all religious duties, I thought it ab- 
ſolutely uſeleſs to apply. Much, however, of the happy progreſs of 
this affair muſt depend on the aſſiduity of the parochial clergy, who 
muſt be conſidered (as their duty requires they ſhould conſider them- 
ſelves) as the chief labourers in this, and every harveſt,where the fruits 
of virtue and religion are to be collected in their pariſhes. A ſuper- 
intendance of theſe ſchools is neceſſary, and alſo a degree of explana- 
tory inſtruction, for which the common teachers that are to be hired 
even in towns, but eſpecially in villages, are totally unqualified. That 
clergyman therefore is peculiarly fortunate, who meets with ſuch reſ- 
pectable laymen in his pariſh, as are willing to aſſiſt him in theſe 
chriſtian labours, not only with their purſe, but by ſharing the cares 
of ſuperintendance with him. Where this is the caſe, all goes on 
cheerfully and happily, and with a ſuperior progreſs j in improvement, 
as I myſelf ſenſibly experience in one of my. pariſhes. For however 
deſirous a private clergyman may be of eſtabliſhing ſuch inſtitutions, 
yet the reſpective diſtances of his churches (I ſpeak of country pariſhes) 
of his ſchools, of his own habitation, from each other, together with 
the full ſervice to be performed by him twice im the day, make it 
| impracticable for want of time (however willing he might be) to viſit 
his little ſeminaries ſo often or for ſo long a time together as he could 
wiſh: but yet, with theſe difficulties, much good may be done by the 
willing labourer, though not ſo much perhaps as he himſelf 1 25 
deſire. 
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Ne. III. 


Extract of a letter from the reverend Mr. PARSONS, 
of Wye near Faverſham, Kent. 


rx MMEDIATELY on the publication of Mr. Moore's ſermon 
J and appendix, I reſolved, attempted, and was ſo happy as to ſuc- 
ceed in my attempt, to ſet on foot a ſunday ſchool in my pariſh of 
Wye. By the generoſity of my neighbours, I raiſed an effectual ſub- 
ſcription ; and before I began the ſchool, went to ſuch of the poor as 
had children which might reap the benefit, and informed them of 
what was intended, adding that I expected, and indeed earneſtly de- 
fired, that they would ſend their children, The poor people thank- 
fully and readily aſſented. I agreed with four perſons, two maſters 
and two miſtreſſes, for their conſtant attendance, and engaged the 
aſſiſtance of two worthy neighbours, to whom I choſe to ſne the ac- 
count of the expenditure of the money. On ſunday the 4th of Sep- 


- tember 1785, my ſchool began, and I had the pleaſure of ſeeing the 


teachers attended to church by a hundred and four children. You will 
eaſier conceive, Sir, than I can expreſs my feelings on the occaſion, 
Duty and inclination induced me to deliver a ſermon, the earneſtneſs 


and fincerity of which were increaſed by the ſight of ſo many inno- 


cents before me, candidates for heaven — But forgive me; I am got 
into ſentiments, when I ſhould dwell upon facts. Theſe I will arrange 
according to the method you have mentioned in your letter; — Sti- 
pends— age — times — books — progreſs and other particulars. 


STIPENDS. 


Each of the teachers is allowed a ſhilling a day, and they are regu- 
larly paid every * 


AGE. 
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| AGE. 
We admit children atſeven years of age, and diſmiſs them at fourteen. 


TIMES. 


Children come to the ſchool room an hour before church in the 
morning, and again the fame in the afternoon. After ſervice they 
return to ſchool, and ſtay two hours. In the times before ſervice, 
the chief employment is finding pſalms, collects, &c, —and after the 
ſervice in the evening, two hours are employed in reading and in- 
ſtruction. 


BOOKS. 


| Prayer books—Teſtaments—Croſiman's Introduction to the Chriſtian 
religion; and, for the youngeſt children, a little book from he ſociety 
for promoting Chriſtian knowlege, entitled the child's firſt book. 


PROGRESS. 


In regard to the progreſs made, it muſt be various: but J have the 
pleaſure to ſay, we perceive a viſible advantage in behaviour and in 
learning, of which the parents and the inhabitants gratefully ſpeak. 


OTHER PARTICULARS 


Muſt be given as they ariſe. The teachers have each of them a pa- 
per of written inſtructions given them as to their method. A fair 
copy of rules and orders is hung up in the ſchool room, and read once 
a month. A prayer (from Mr Moore's appendix) is read by one of 
the children in the morning at entrance, and in the evening at diſ- 
miſſion, — The names are called over regularly, morning- and 
evening, and abſences marked in the manner of a college chapel 
bill, and given to me. I viſit them occaſionally, but make a point 
to attend once in a month in the evening, and examine the elder 
children in a portion of Croſſman, for which they are expected 

| to 
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to prepare. Nothing further than reading and the firſt principles of 
the chriſtian religion is thought of, or intended; and humility, as 
the duty of their lowly ſtation, is cheerfully inculcated. To this pur- 
poſe, L wrote and printed a little addreſs to the parents and children, 
which I diſperſed among them, and I hope with good effect. This 
little tract Mr. Moore and Mr. Hearne (to whom [ am much obliged) 
have diſperſed in their reſpective ſchools. | 


On the ſundays when I examine them, I read a prayer compoſed 
for the purpoſe, at their diſmiſſion. The children are divided into 
claſſes, according to their age and abilities. The New Teſtament 
(particularly the 5th, 6th and 7th of St Matthew, the firſt of St. John, 
and the 12th and 13th of the Romans) with Croſſman, are read by 
the higher children. At the age of 14, when any are diſmiſſed, they 
have a preſent publickly made them of a Croſſman, with their name, &c. 
written in it. Every child has in it's hand a printed morning and 
evening prayer on paſteboard, to follow the reader. Each teacher 
has a regular number allotted to his, or her care ; and they take the 
higher and lower alternately. The boys and girls, though in the ſame 
room, are ſeparated; and the men always teach the boys; the wo- 
men, the girls. In winter, the ſchool room, hired for the purpoſe, 
is the place; in ſummer, the church. My pariſh is large and ſtrag- 
gling; yet I have the ſatisfaction to ſay, that, notwithſtanding the 
ſeverity of the winter, the attendance has been large generally, be- 
tween 80 and go. 
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RULES and ORDERS for the 1EACH ERS; 
of which each teacher is furniſhed with a copy. 


I. 
In the morning and afternoon, let the pſalms and collects be found 
by, or for, every child who has a prayer book. 
II. When 


1 
my 


When that is done, let the time be employed in reading the fervics 
in the prayer book, till they are to go to church. | 


III. 

In the evening, let the claſſes be taken in order. Hear them in their 
turns ſuch leſſons as you have given them. Let the children ſtand up 
regularly before you. 

IV. | 

Let the leſſons be principally, for the higher claſſes, Croſſman: for 
the next in order, the New Teſtament; and I recommend the 5th, 
6th, and 7th chapters of St. Matthew, the firſt of St. John, and the 
12th and 13th of Romans, to be chiefly read. — For the others, the 
little books. 

V. | 

When this is done, you may employ them in catechiſing or other- 
wiſe ; but let the regular claſſes and leſſons be gone through, and 
every child be heard to read, before any thing elſe is done. | 


VI. 
As little ſeverity to be uſed as pole: yet, if it is neceſſary, that 
little muſt be uſed, 
| VII. | 
The teachers to obſerve the children that miſbehave at church, and 
puniſh them when they return into the ſchool : not in the church, be- 
cauſe it diſturbs the congregation. | 


VIII. 

On the firſt ſunday in every month, let the rules and orders be read 
by one of the maſters in turns, before teaching begins in the evening, 
when all are ſettled together. 

| IX. | 

About ten minutes before it is time to diſmiſs them, let the teachers. 
gather the books ; go to the children for them, and not ſuffer a child: 
to get out of it's {eat to bring chem; for that makes a noiſe and con- 
fuſion. 


X 
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This method I muſt deſire the teachers to obſerve; as order and 
regularity are the life and ſoul of inſtruction. 


RULES any ORDERS for the Children. 
| I. | 
Every child muſt be in ſchool by or before ten in the morning, every 
ſunday : and in the afternoon, by or before half an hour after one in 
winter, and by or before two in ſummer, . 


II. 
No child ſhall remove out of place without leave of the maſter or 
miſtreſs; nor play, nor talk, nor whiſper, upon any account. 


III. 

Every child who lives in the ſtreet, and whoſe parent deſires leave of 
abſence for the child, ſhall bring the numbered ticket to the ſchool, give 
it to the maſter or miſtreſs, and at the ſame time ſhall give the rea- 
ſon for which leave of abſence is aſked, | 


Ae 
If any child be guilty of lying, ſwearing, or ſpeaking indecent words, 
ſuch child ſhall be privately reproved for the firſt offence; for the ſe- 
cond, be publickly reproved before the whole ſchool; and for the 
third time, ſhall not be ſuffered to come to the ſchool again, till he 
or ſhe makes earneſt promiſe of amendment. 


V. ; 
Theſe orders ſhall hang up in the ſchool room, and be read to the 
children by one of the maſters on the firſt ſunday in every month. 


N. B. The expreſſion, the Numbered Ticket, in the 3d Article, alludes to the 
method taken to prevent abſences on frivolous occaſions. The name of every 
child is written on .a paſteboard ticket, numbered. Theſe tickets I diſtri- 
buted amongſt the families, according to the number of children in each, de- 
firing the parents to ſend them agreeable to the direction in the article: and to 
this method, I believe, is greatly owing the regular and large attendance we 
we have had through the winter. 

1 ſhould add, that though fourteen years of age is the time of diſmiſſion, yet 
if a child wiſhes and is deſirous to ſtay, ſuch child is encouraged and permitted 
$0 ſtay ſome months longer, or even till fifteen, 
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Extract of a letter from James six, Eſq. of Canterbury. 
AVING heard with great pleaſure of the ſucceſs which attended 

LI the ſunday ſchools at Glouceſter under the direction of the benevolent 
Mr. Raikes, their firſt founder, and animated by the example of my reſ- 
pectable friend Mr. Hearne, I reſolved, by the aſſiſtance of a few friends, 
to attempt ſomething of the ſame kind in the pariſh of Holy Croſs, Welſt- 
gate, where I live, | | 

Oun firſt ſtep was to.viſit every houſe in the pariſh where we might ex- 
pect to find children likely to be benefited by our undertaking; and we had 
the pleaſure to receive grateful acknowlegements from moſt of their parents 
on the occaſion, We provided a maſter for the boys, and a miſtreſs for 
the girls; rooms with neceſſary accommodations, books, &c. And on 
the 3d of April 1785, ſixty children, of whom about thirty were boys, 
and the reſt girls, clean in their perſons, and as decent in their apparel as 
their humble ſtations would permit, made their appearance at church, with 
their teachers, for the firſt time. Their number is ſince increaſed to about 
fourſcore; and except two or three, that are elder, they are moſt of them 
between eight and fourteen years of age. 

On ſundays, about two hours before the morning ſervice begins, they 
meet at the ſchools : as ſoon as they are aſſembled, their teachers read a 
morning prayer, and the children ſing an hymn ; and being divided into 
claſſes according to their ages, or improvements, the firſt claſs is examined 
in the catechiſm, while the ſecond is engaged with the ſpelling books; 
then theſe, in their turn, are taught to repeat the catechiſm, while the 
former learn the colle& of the day to repeat it by heart to their teacher in 
the afternoon ; and after having attended the forenoon ſervice at church, 
they return again in order to the ſchools, whence they are diſmiſſed, | 

THrxy meet there again about two hours before the evening ſervice. The 
teachers then begin reading in ſucceſſion with them the ſeveral verſes of 
pſalms or chapters: the children who are not able to join in this exerciſe 
are in the mean time aſſiſted to read in their ſpelling books, by thoſe among 
the boys and girls beſt qualified for that purpoſe. They afterwards. ling a 
palm, or two, as a neceſſary preparation to their joining in the ſame with 
the congregation at church. After having attended the evening ſervice, they 


return again with their teachers to the ſchool rooms, and are employed, for 


— 
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about an hour, in repeating the collects which they learned in the day, and 
pſalms, or hymns learned in the preceding week ; or in compleating any 
part of the taſk of the day wherein they may happen to be deficient. | 
Tae youngeſt children are then diſmiſſed; and thoſe which remain, boys 
as well as girls, aſſemble in the ſame room ; where I have the pleaſure of 
ſpending about a couple of hours with them, in the moſt agreeable man- 
ner, every ſunday evening. 
Mr firſt enquiry commonly is, who amongſt them all can give the beſt 
account of the ſermon they heard that day at church, and I take occaſion 
to admoniſh them in any part of their duty to which it may happen to ap- 
ply: in this, as well as in moſt other things, they ſhew, in general, a ſpi- 
rit of laudable emulation. Sometimes I reaſon with them on the nature of 
the church ſervice; the proper method of accompanying every part of it 
with reverence and devotion, as deſcribed in their prayer books ; at other 
times, I read with, and hear them read, or repeat, in a proper manner, 
pſalms, or hymns, which they have been directed to learn; aſk them queſ- 
tions; explain to them the catechiſm; direct them to apply thoſe parts to 
their own proper uſe, which more particularly belong to their years and ſta- 
tion; beſtowing praiſe where it is due, and reproof where it is neceſſary, 
Within theſe few months, pſalmody (of which the children are very fond) 
has likewiſe engaged our attention this not only enables them to join with 
the congregation in that pleaſing part of the church ſervice, but alſo indu- 
ces others to do ſo too. After therefore practiſing in this way as long as 
our time will permit, they conclude with ſinging an evening hymn ; a prayer 
is then read, and they are diſmiſſed: and though we have ſometimes acci- 
dentally remained at the ſchool an hour longer than the uſual time, I never 
ſaw the children ſhew the leaſt deſire to be gone, but rather expreſſed a re- 
luctance at parting. In the ſame manner I ſpend about two hours with them 
of an evening in the middle of the week ; and by the frequency and fami- 
liarity of my converſation, have ſo gained upon their affections, that they 
Pay the greateſt attention, and reſpect, to what I ſay to them. All thoſe 
children who have no other means of learning to read, attend the miſtreſs 
| about an hour every day for that purpoſe, at a time which is moſt conve- 
= -. nient for their friends, and for their ſeveral employments. This regulation 
: is found neceſſary, becauſe the opportunity, which the ſundays afford to 
the children who cannot read at all, is not alone ſufficient to forward thoſe, 


n 


who have every thing to learn, ſo expeditiouſly as could be wiſhed: be- 
ſides, as about 40 of them viſit the miſtreſs daily, they thereby acquire 
regular habits of attending to what is good; learning prayers, pſalms, hymns, 
&c. and the miſtreſs, who is a very good woman, extremely well qualified 
for the purpoſe, and living in the midſt of them, has a continual oppor- 
tunity of watching over their conduct, and is always ready to admoniſh 
them, as occaſion may require. 

THe benefit ariſing from the proſecution of our plan appears from the 
following facts. Above twenty children, moſt of whom at their firſt co- 
ming were unacquainted with the alphabet, have been already ſo far in- 
ſtructed, as to make uſe of their prayer books in every part of the church 
ſervice; the greater part of them, but for this opportunity, would 
probably never have been taught to read at all : others have been greatly 
improved; and thoſe children who go to other weekly ſchools advance faſ- 
ter by coming amongſt us, and imbibing the ſpirit of emulation which 
univerſally prevails; to which pſalmody, of however little importance 
at firſt it might ſeem, has greatly contributed ; for by frequently ſinging 
together, the children not only contract a fondneſs for each other, but 
alſo become zealous for promoting the honour and reputation of the whole 
body: it likewiſe recommends them to the notice and approbation of the 
publick ; than which nothing can be a ſtronger. incitement to a laudable 
emulation for excelling, not only in that particular, but alſo in every thing 
elle that is praiſe-worthy. Their general good behaviour gives us great 
encouragement; for moſt of them, even thoſe who had the worſt charac- 
ters, and were of the moſt unruly diſpoſition, are conſiderably altered for 
the better. In the ſervice at church they read the pſalms, repeat the reſ- 
ponſes, join in the prayers with decency and propriety; and being deſi» 
rous that they ſhould join with the congregation in every part of the ſer- 
vice, ſinging of pſalms not excepted, as they were deprived of the aſſiſt- 
ance of perſons better qualified to teach them, I attempted it myſelf, and 
by means of a German flute, and one of the girls, who on my firſt eſſay I 
obſerved to have a good voice, and an exceeding good ear, ſucceeded be- 
yond my expectation. Hence it will appear that the children ſing, not in 


different parts, but in uniſon with the congregation z, which was what I 
deſired. 


| 
} 
| 
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A NUMBER of children, whoſe voices are naturally ſweet, ſinging toge- 

in proper time and tune, cannot but have a pleaſing effect; which is 
greatly increaſed by this conſideration, that many of thoſe poor innocents, 
from a ſtate of the greateſt ignorance and ſtupidity, on the brink of being 
ſwallowed up in vice and prophaneneſs, are now ſeen employing, with de- 
light to themſelves and pleafure to all that hear them, one of the moſt ex- 
cellent gifts their beneficent Creator has beſtowed on them, in ſinging his 
praiſe. That their underſtandings may accompany their voices, they are 
often directed to read, and conſider the ſenſe of what they ſing; that by 


| the moſt plealing and engaging ons, their minds may be made ſuſcep- 


tible of devotion. 

AnD. now, I muſt in a more particular manner expreſs my obligations to 
thoſe friends whom I mentioned in the former part of my letter; one of 
them, who is the church-warden, viſits the ſchool frequently, before the 
morning and afternoon ſervice : his preſence, particularly in the boys 
ſchool, contributes greatly to maintain that reſpe& which is due to the maſ - 
ter. He treated them all with a plentiful dinner on Chriſtmas day at his 
own expence, and is always ready to do them every good office in his power. 

ANOTHER very good friend has been ſo kind as to take upon him the 
office of treaſurer ; paying the maſter and miſtreſs their weekly allowance; 
providing every thing that may be at any time neceſſary; aſſiſting me in 


very eſſential matters, from the very firſt beginning of our undertaking ; 


and being ever ready to give his aſſiſtance, whenever it is wanted. 

- Anv laſtly, an intimate acquaintance, although he has not taken a more 
active part, has nevertheleſs greatly promoted the ſchools by conſiderable 
contribution, as well as by the very early inclination he TER in their 
favour. 

By the united help of theſe my * friends and e who have 
aſſiſted perſonally, as well as by ſubſcriptions ; and other benevolent per- 
ſons, who have done the ſame by contributions, are theſe ſchools, under 
the bleſſing of divine providence, in a flouriſhing ſtate at preſent, and, from 
the aſſurance of every kind of ſupport, likely ſo to continue. | 

| Our preſent worthy clergyman, to whom this living has very lately been 
preſented, has declared himſelf a warm advocate for this undertaking, and 
is ready to aſſiſt us to the utmoſt in every thing we may deſire. 
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